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1) Overview of environment sector

2) COVID-19: impacts on environment sector 
and responses

3) Connections between COVID-19, the  
environment, and social issues

4) Building back better – the environmental 
dimension

Agenda



The Environmental Funders Network



Overview of sector



Ec o n o m y ,  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t



What is ‘the environment’?



The environment sector



The environment sector

Amount of grant funding from UK trusts & 
foundations: 3-4% of total giving, around £105 
million per year

Number of foundations funding 
environment: approx. 200 (though growing)

Number of environmental charities: > 4,000



COVID-19: impacts on 
and responses of the 
environment sector



Impact on the environment sector



Conservation organisation
survey results

• 27% at high risk of becoming financially 
unviable in the coming months or have less 
than 4 months’ worth of financial reserves

• Postponement or cancelling of planned events 
or projects, affecting 98% of eNGOs

• Half already finding their funding affected

Impact on the environment sector



Impact on the environment sector

From: What the Green
Groups Said (EFN 2017)



EFN conversations with 
eNGOs

• Limited ability to work towards their mission

• Concern about asking for money

• Misconception of ‘positive’ effect of pandemic 
on environment

• Opportunity to build back better – but limited 
window

Impact on the environment sector



Impact on the environment sector



C O V I D - 1 9 :  f u n d e r  a n d  s e c t o r  r e s p o n s e s

• Response so far
o New emergency funds – but 

hardly any applicable
o Funder flexibility/funding 

support/guidance
o Funder advocacy

• ‘Building back better’ opportunity



• Provide unrestricted funding

• Be flexible on deadlines and outcomes from 
existing grants

• Fund collaboration around the Covid-19 response

• Support donor acquisition measures and 
improvments in digital skills

• Advocate for the sector where you can

eNGO requests of funders



If you want to keep all of this straight, everything 
boils down to two things:

• Provide unrestricted funding
• Provide more funding 

eNGO requests of funders



Connections between 
environmental, health 

and socio-economic 
causes



Environmental issues and COVID-19

Environmental issues as causal factors
• Disturbed environments far more likely to release 

zoonotic diseases; our globalized society allows 
for their quick transfer àpandemics increasingly 
likely with more environmental degradation 

• Air quality and other toxins (e.g. hormone-
disrupting chemicals) affect our immune systems 
and can make us more susceptible to the effects 
of COVID-19

Environmental issues as connected factors
• ‘Biophilia’ – our innate and evolved need for 

nature – has become even more obvious during 
the lockdown. People are craving the outdoors 
and green spaces. Access to such places is a key 
social justice and mental health issue.



Environmental issues and social issues



Environmental issues and social issues



Building back better



O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  b a c k  b e t t e r  –
e n v i r o n m e n t  s e c t o r  r e s p o n s e s



E x a m p l e s  o f  i n i t i a v e s f r o m  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
s e c t o r

New Economics Foundation
The Climate Coalition
Green Alliance
Greenpeace
ClientEarth
Etc.



R e s o u r c e s

• Funder Commitment on Climate Change
• Climate Change and Social Change guide
• EFN’s resources and blog: greenfunders.org

https://fundercommitmentclimatechange.org/
https://www.greenfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Climate-Change-Social-Change-How-Funders-Can-Act-On-Both.pdf
https://www.greenfunders.org/


Any questions?


